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The following material is intended to answer sonme genera
guestions about divorce proceedings. It is not intended to answer
specific questions since each case is different.

GROUNDS FOR DI VORCE

Mchigan is a "no fault" divorce state; however, the words
"no fault” may be msleading. If the parties reach a settlenent,
fault is not a factor. If there is a dispute, fault of a party
may becone a consideration in resolving the issues.

DI VORCE PROCEDURE

The initial filing of a divorce case may include the
fol |l ow ng docunents:

1. Summons. This notifies your spouse suit has been start ed.

2. Complaint. This docunment gives information about the
parties and the grounds for divorce.

3. Affidavit of Service and Return of Service. This is filed
when service i s nade.

4. Affidavit of Previous Suit. This informs the court as to
whet her the parties have filed for divorce before.

5. Statement to the Friend of the Court. This inforns the
Friend of the Court of the essential facts (unnecessary in
cases where Friend of the Court services are not required).

6. Affidavit. Lists the child' s or children's residences during
the past five years and states that no custody action is
pendi ng (only needed when m nor children are invol ved).

7. Record of Divorce. A statistical record required by the
M chi gan Departnent of Health.

8. I njunction. Only sought as needed to restrain certain acts
of the other party (eg, hiding assets, assaults).

9. Ex Parte Oders. These my be obtained for tenporary
cust ody, support, etc.

10. Affidavit for Ex Parte Order. This is a sworn statenment of a
party affirmng facts stated to obtain the ex parte order.

11. Grcuit Court Filing Fee. The Grcuit Court charges for
serving papers and for services, such as the cost of



apprai sers, actuaries, accountants, depositions, etc. There
may al so be Friend of the Court and judgnment fees.

12. Notice of Hearing, Praecipe, Mtions, and $20 Filing Fee
These are required for any notion that requires a hearing. A
notion is a request to the court for sonme type of relief.

13. Judgnent of Divorce. This is the final docunent that grants
the divorce and states the terns of the divorce.

Pr ocedur e:

A divorce cannot be granted in |less than 60 days. Wen there
are mnor children, the parties nmust wait six nonths. However
the six-nmonth period nmay be waived by the judge under certain
ci rcumst ances.

Tenporary orders for custody, child and spousal support,
nort gage paynents, medical paynments, parenting tine, injunctions,
and other relief my be requested at any tine before judgnent.

VH LE YOUR DI VORCE | S PENDI NG

This period is usually spent in defining the issues and
trying to resolve them If settlenent is reached, the parties
will be asked to sign a property settlenent form The parties may
be required to approve the settlenent in court.

JUDGVENT

The judgnment of divorce is the npbst inportant docunent you
will receive. It wll also contain clauses dealing with such
i ssues as spousal support, custody, child support, parenting
time, insurance, dower rights, property settlenment, and other
m scel | aneous cl auses.

SPOUSAL SUPPORT

Spousal support, or alinmony, is a sum usually paid by one
spouse to the other for support and nmaintenance of the spouse.
There are nmany applicable tax consequences and restrictions.

CH LD SUPPORT

The custodial parent is entitled to claimthe mnor children
as dependents for all tax purposes. Child support is nodifiable

Child support is based nmainly on the child' s needs (in
conformty with the lifestyle of the parties) and the ability of
a parent to pay.

CH LD CUSTODY

This is the nost enotional and traumatic issue of nost
di vorce cases. The basis for determining child custody is "the
best interests of the child."



PARENTI NG TI ME

Parenting tinme is generally granted to noncustodial parents.
Orders may be nodified by show ng a change in circunstances.

PROPERTY

The parties wusually arrive at a settlenment of property
rights. If settlenment is not reached, the matter will be decided
by the court. Generally, property is divided 50-50.

ATTORNEY FEES

Attorney fees are governed by the Mchigan Rules of
Prof essi onal Conduct. Attorney fees are based on a nunber of
factors including the anmount and nature of the services rendered.

CONCLUSI ON

Thi s docunent should nerely be viewed as a hel pful gui de and
overvi ew of divorce | aw and procedures.

We have had substantial experience and expertise in the
field of famly law. W are aware of the pressures and the
personal difficulties faced by a person involved in the divorce
process. W will attenpt to ease these pressures and work toward
elimnating the cause and effect of these problens. If you have
any questions, please do not hesitate to call or arrange for an
appoi nt ment .

Thank you for the opportunity to serve.



